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[Abstract]

Due to the strong regionalism entrenched in the electoral circumstance in
Korea, the party nomination for Jocal electionz has weakened the inter-party
competitions in addiction to the local independence from central paolitics. This
study analyvzes the effect of regionalism on Jocal elections and rewvealz the
overwhe]lming influence of party nomination on the electoral outcomes.

{siven the regionalism as an electoral circumstance, the issue should hLe
approached through the democratization of party organization and party
nomination process. Only by the shift/transformation mating of political
atmosphere, local politices will be recognized for its fully dewveloped
fdemocratization. This study examines the |imitations of the newly
introduced party nomination system. It also Lrings farther discussion on

the institutional reform for an open primary.
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