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Creating and conducting a valid and reliable opinion poll survey 1S not an
easy but highly important task, especially when the surveys are to be used as
a tool for decision—making to implement local public health programs. In
particular, for programs that have low awareness among local residents but may
have a major impact on citizens' life, developing a scientific method to conduct
valid and reliable polls becomes more critical. In this study, we took a
mixed—methods approach: We conducted focus group interviews with 22 people
and surveys of a semi—experimental design with 1,200 randomly selected
respondents. Our analysis showed that local residents' attitudes and awareness
of the water fluoridation programs changed substantially depending on the
types, order of presentation, and amount of information provided. Similarly,
polling methods and respondent characteristics were found to affect survey
results. A high proportion of respondents showed their strong willingness to

participate in decision—making.

[J Keywords: local health policy, opinion poll, water flouridation
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