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<Abstract>

Improving the autonomy of local governments has been one of major issues in the
field of local government studies in Korea since the local autonomy system was in
effect in 1991. Many studies indicate that the current autonomous power of Korean
local governments is very weak and is largely subjected to the controls and directions
of central government. Therefore it has been argued that more decentralization of
governmental power to local governments must be made and, at the same time,
particular situations of each local government should be taken into account in order to
develop the Korean local government system.

This study identifies two dimensions of local autonomy: decentralization of
governmental power and internal efficiency of governmental operations. And then it
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investigates strategies for improving the autonomy of Korean local governments in
terms of legislative, organizational, administrative, and financial power. And it also
suggests strategies for improving the internal efficiency of local governmental
operations. The practical implications of strategies for improving the autonomy of
Korean local government are then discussed.
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90% ol 4t 8(3.3) 1 4 - 3
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U AR 2 R B3 dige] o 289 #4355 AS5E A3 1Y HA
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JAME 191 o]F 23]2] Aa-&o] Fastal e FAHR(GE 6> F=x) 2 AR
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T 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
A 94.2 93.6 93.2 92.5 91.2

F S A 95.4 94.4 94.8 94.2 93.2

S Sl 99.6 99.4 99.5 99.2 99.4
S A 90.3 90.4 90.8 92.4 914
ZF oA 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
X[ 7H Al - 100.0 99.8 99.5 99.8
SSAHA 98.4 98.0 97.9 97.0 96.3
FOIA| 93.5 93.7 93.0 93.1 92.2
R LEA| 98.3 98.1 9r.7 97.3 96.6
AtS RHA| 92.2 93.4 94.0 93.4 914
SA[AM 97.2 92.7 97.0 93.8 96.0
=AM 99.8 100.0 100.0 99.6 99.9
Sl A-H[ Al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
SHEXA 97.2 97.0 96.7 95.7 95.1
EAIAEAM 97.7 97.8 9r.7 96.8 96.4
AR A 97.6 99.3 99.2 99.1 98.9
A Ee 17.4 191 24.2 21.3 19.3

A U, AR AR | 19%.
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