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[ Absrtact ]

Current Status of Revitalization Project for Depressed

Regions and Measures for Improvement

Korea has implemented the development policy for depressed regions with a focus
on improving the living environment of those regions for the past 30 years. The effects
of the policy, however, have remained very limited.

Against this backdrop, it is high time to shift from the existing policy to the soft
regional development policy that looks for income and job creation. The project for
revitalizing depressed regions launched in 2004 is evaluated as the closest to the soft
regional development in terms of meaning and objective, since it is based on the
realization that the past policies for depressed regions were ineffective in generating
practical development and it is a new paradigm-based policy aiming to transform
depressed regions into dynamic regions with new vitality via income and job creation.

Nevertheless, with regard to the policy transition, the lack of understanding of the
policy and insufficient experience and know-how in policy implementation have made
the central and local governments undergo a number of difficulties. In this regard, this
study has the objective to define the conceptual components of the soft regional
development, evaluate the progress of the revitalization project for depressed regions,
and diagnose related issues in order to come up with the policy measures to stabilize
the revitalization project for depressed regions.

Following the introduction where the objective and research methods of the study are
described, Chapter 2 deals with theoretic discussions and explains the concepts of the

soft regional development and the features of its components. As opposed to the
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concept of traditional regional development, soft regional development is described as a
new concept, and its differentiated conceptual components are elaborated in detail. In
particular, it is stressed that depressed regions should be recognized as economically
underdeveloped, and that income and job creation should be the highest priority for the
resuscitation of depressed regions. It is also mentioned that soft regional development is
an innovative strategy for income and job creation. The study makes a new definition
for soft regional development in terms of goal, method, and implementation scheme as
opposed to the traditional regional development, and this gives the framework for the
analysis of the current status of the revitalization project.

Chapter 3 analyzes the implementation strategies of revitalization projects and is
divided into three parts. First, the overview and current status of revitalization projects
are summarized by items. Secondly, the implementation status and procedures of
revitalization projects are analyzed and evaluated. To this end, a survey was conducted
of public servants of 70 revitalization regions, and for some regions, the site visit was
made for an in-depth research. Based on the analysis, the issues are identified and
summed up in terms of project details, methods, implementation system, and system
improvement.

Chapter 4 introduces the case examples at soft regional development of home and
abroad. In particular, European, Japanese, and domestic examples are highlighted with
relatively more details, and their success factors and policy considerations are listed up.

Chapter 5 delves into the measures for improvement of revitalization project.
Especially, the following approaches are proposed; the strengthening of concentration
and differentiation of project theme, the merge and cross-over of regional asset
development sectors, the linkage of revitalization projects and other development project
of depressed regions, the empowerment of planning ability of local government and the

introduction of multiple marketing methods. Additionally suggested approaches include



the revision of cooperative implementation system and organizations, the selection of
project regions by application of local government, the increased support for local
governments with block grants and the well-devised evaluation system on development

outcomes.
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