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< ABSTRACT

A Proposal to Facilitate the Open Human Resource
for the Competitiveness of Local Governments

The open competitive position system(OPS) and Job Posting(JP) have recently been
emerged to meet with the demands of competent personnel management to provide better
public service in local governments. The effectiveness and productiveness of local human
resource is one of the critical components to achieve the competitiveness of local governments
as a short-term strategy. Therefore, this study attempts to suggest the advancement of OPS
and JP in the ways of developing local human resource management to focus on the transparent

procedure of recruitment and enhancing working environment.

The open competitive position system(OPS) was introduced in May, 1999 by the central
government and it has been operated to improve the openness and professionalism of human
resource. Recently, local governments were brought the system into effect by the Local Public
Service Law 29. The system aims to recruit competent personnel through open competition
among the applicants from public and private sectors. It enables to recruit outstanding talents
and experts from both private and public sectors by diversifying recruiting pools for local

civil service.

Over the several decades, the personnel management of the local governments had been
characterized as a closed system that positions are mainly filled by internal public officials.
The closed system has negative features to make public officials authoritative and
agency-centered to weaken the competitiveness of local public service. Based on the evaluation

of OPS and JP, this study suggests several policy implications.

First, local government needs to enforce the competitiveness of local personnel by mingling

the knowledge and experience across governments and private sector. This is the exactly same



[Abstract] 105

idea of government 3.0 in terms of knowledge sharing and cooperation among public agencies
or between public and private sector. The idea is also helpful to match the local public service
with the citizen’s expectation. Second, OPS and JP needs to simulate how many open
positions are suitable in the future. According to previous studies, the designate 10% of open
positions are appropriate. Finally, the OPS and JP needs to enhance the transparency and

openness of recruiting process and working environment to attract more talented experts.
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